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Video Contest
Be a star! Share your love of ArizonaÕs wild places by entering our video 

contest! Any homemade video that  focuses on ArizonaÕs environment is wel-
come. The winner will receive a bag full of Sierra Club goodies, plus the honor 
and recognition of your fellow members!

Visit http://canyonecho.wikispaces.com/Video+Contest to enter.
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After a night of monitoring bats, I 
am hearkened by the calls of white 
winged doves demanding to know 

Òwho-cooks-for-you.Ó Well, since that 
would be me, I guess IÕll settle for toast. 
My research trailer sits on the outskirts of 
Tombstone, in the heart of southeastern 

ArizonaÕs grasslands, an area I have grown to 
love and appreciate like no other. 

Ecologists typically divide ArizonaÕs 
grasslands into three basic types: desert, 
plains, and mountain. Desert grasslands 
are the most arid of the three. Ranging 
from 3,000Ð5,000 feet, they usually serve 

as transitions between desert shrub land 
and chaparral. While they do occur in the 
northwestern quarter of the state, they 
are most pronounced in the southeastern 
corner. The Buenos Aires National Wildlife 
Refuge is one example.

Plains grasslands generally occur at 
altitudes from 5,000Ð7,000 feet. While 
sometimes extending into the lower 
altitudes of ponderosa pine forests, our 
plains grasslands are usually intermixed with 
pi–on-juniper woodlands and sagebrush. 
These grasslands are concentrated along the 
eastern half of our state. 

Found amidst the slopes within and 
adjacent to mixed conifer and ponderosa 
pine forests, most of ArizonaÕs mountain 
grasslands are nestled amid the White 
Mountains and the Kaibab Plateau. Some 
are also found along the higher peaks of 
southern Arizona, including many of our 
stateÕs ÒSky IslandsÓ (e.g., the Chiricahuas 
and Huachucas). 

Grasslands are among our countryÕs 
most endangered ecosystems. Unfortunately, 
they are also among the most unappreciated. 
Our grasslands stand, unassuming, beside 
Grand CanyonÕs geological canvas and the 
Sonoran DesertÕs whimsical, almost cartoon-
like, ßora. However, those of us intimate 
with our grasslands Þnd ourselves centered 

in their midst and keenly aware of the 
bounties that belie their humble exteriors. 

A myriad of species Ð soaring, 
burrowing, and roaming Ð make these lands 
home. Species include those with the star 
power of the endangered jaguar, Mexican 
gray wolf, and black-footed ferret. Other 
endangered grassland species include the 
masked bobwhite, lesser long-nosed bat, 
and the humble Hualapai Mexican vole and 
Pima pineapple cactus.

Our grasslands have been under 
unrelenting attacks since the arrival of the 
railroad in the late 1800s. Today, many 
grasslands retain so little of their natural 
state that restoring them to their original 
grandeur is near-impossible. Grazing, the 
removal of Þre, resource exploitation, off-
road vehicle use, and overdevelopment 
continue leading to one ugly end: habitat 
destruction. Yet many politicians and private 
landowners remain determined in their Þght 
to Ð literally and Þguratively Ð hammer 
along the same destructive path. 

Grave damage has been done. However, 
if we recognize that grasslands have value 
beyond that of ÒresourcesÓ for us to exploit, 
hope still remains.

Tread lightly.
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Buy Your 2011 Sierra Club Calendars!

Help support our conservation activities by purchasing these 
lovely calendars! Filled with beautiful pictures and handy infor-
mation, they make great holiday gifts! Please Þll out the order 
form below, then send a check made payable to ÒSierra ClubÓ to 
one of the addresses at the left.

Tucson Ð Rincon Group
Lee Oler 520-791-9246

207 West Dahil Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705

cloler@cox.net

Phoenix Ð Inner City Outings
Sandy Bahr 602-253-8633

202 E. McDowell Rd, Ste. 277
Phoenix, AZ 85004-4536
sandy.bahr@sierraclub.org

Item Cost Quantity Total

Engagement Calendar$13.95 $

Wilderness Calendar $12.95 $

Shipping ($3 Þrst; $1 each addÕl to same address)$

Membership discount (-$0.95 per calendar)$

GRAND TOTAL $

Name     

Address     

City    State    ZIP   

Phone    Email     

Welcome Alicyn!
A new advocate for Grand Canyon

Please join us in welcoming Alicyn Gitlin as our new Conservation 
Program Coordinator for the Restore and Protect the Greater Grand Canyon 
project, based in Flagstaff. Alicyn started with the Sierra Club on August 
23 and immediately hit the ground running Ð helping with comments on 
the use of fresh drinking water for Snowbowl (bad idea), attending forest 
planning meetings, and learning a lot about our Grand Canyon resilient 
habitats work, air tour noise, and uranium mining issues.

Alicyn has a masters in biological sciences (and until recently was 
pursuing a PhD) and an extensive background in riparian restoration. She 
has a history of involvement in conservation and land planning efforts and 
knowledge of natural resource laws; has served on non-proÞt boards where 
she worked on fundraising, campaigning, and social media; has experience 
coordinating and training volunteers and serving as a volunteer; and has a 
strong commitment to the community and the greater Grand Canyon area. 
We are so pleased to have her join our Sierra Club team. 

Please stay tuned for some important comment periods and public 
meetings on which Alicyn will be working. We are expecting the release of 
an Environmental Impact Statement on air tour noise at Grand Canyon 
National Park and, we hope, an opportunity to restore natural quiet to this 

amazing landscape. We are also expecting the release of the mineral withdrawal for nearly one million acres around Grand Canyon. 
Both will provide exciting opportunities for your involvement Ð and now you know who to contact to get involved.

You can reach Alicyn at 928-774-6514 or alicyn.gitlin@sierraclub.org.

�$�O�L�F�\�Q���*�L�W�O�L�Q���D�W���W�K�H���6�F�K�X�O�]���¿�U�H���V�F�D�U����!"#$#%&'%3#&%45)$"2

Picnic Time!
Volunteer and Member Recognition Picnic

Sunday, November 14
11 a.m. Ð 2 p.m.

Papago Park (Ramada #2)

As a way to say thank you to all of our members and volunteers, we 
invite you to join us for this fun potluck and volunteer/member 
awards recognition picnic! Spend a beautiful fall day at Papago Park 
and meet and mingle with others devoted to ArizonaÕs environment. 
This is a FREE event! All you need to bring are your friends and fam-
ily and a dish you wish to share.

Please RSVP to grand.canyon.chapter@sierraclub.org or 
602-253-9140. Directions provided when you RSVP!

!"#$#%&'%6)77-0'%48(-9:/2
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The second vote column is for joint memberships (two people living in the same household 
who are members). If you Þll in the ÒSÓ box, your vote will count once. If you have a joint 
membership, Þll in the ÒJÓ box and your vote will count twice for one household. If you 
have a joint membership and the two members want to vote for different candidates, check 
the ÒSÓ box twice in the same section. Do not check both the S and the J boxes.  

R1-/).%)H)*''.)/%)&'Q'Q9'&)e1'*)Q-&b4*:)/1')9-$$%/d
Do not put your name on the ballot. Before counting, names and joint memberships will 
be veriÞed from your return address on the outside of the envelope. Ballots will be counted 
after the deadline (December 1). All members may vote for Chapter Executive Committee 
candidates, but members may only vote for the candidates in the Group in their respective 
residential location.

R1%)0-*)T%/'d
All current Sierra Club members in good standing (dues paid) who belong to the Grand 
Canyon Chapter.

U%e).%)H)T%/'d
1) Review the candidate biographies on pgs. 5Ð7.
2) Mark whether you have a Single or Joint (household) membership. 
3) Vote by marking the box space(s) beside the candidates of your choice. Vote for no more 
than the number of candidates indicated for the Chapter or Group. 
4) After voting, cut out your ballot and place it in an envelope with your name, member-
ship number (if known; call 602-253-9140 if not known), and address as the return ad-
dress. Your membership number is the 8-digit number above your name on your newsletter 
mailing label. Deadline: December 1. Ballots postmarked later than December 1 OR with-
out a name and address will not be counted.

ELECTION BALLOT

H7),%8&)Q'Q9'&714#)*+$,-. )%&)/&+$0d

*+$,-. ! /&+$0

<UAPI!K)!f!<MIHC!)<JOOHII!!
1--!2.34.56!7&0.

7&0.!8&5!$&!3&5.!!
0)#$!9!(#$:+:#0.6

Keith Bagwell

Sharon Fairchild

Ken Langton

Tom Martin

David McCaleb

Elna Otter

Don Steuter

Gil Venable

Jim Wilkey

_________________

_________________

) N4*:$') g%4*/
XO'Q9'&714#)I,#'Y

S J

S J

S J

S J

S J

S J

S J

S J

S J

S J

S J

Postmark deadline 
for ballots is Dec. 1!

DonÕt forget!
Place completed ballot in an envelope with your name and address 
outside on the front, upper left corner of the envelope. Mail to

Sierra Club Elections 
202 E. McDowell Rd., Ste. 277 

Phoenix, AZ 85004-4536

PALJ)C!KG!)XP1%'*4"Y
7&0.!8&5!$&!3&5.!0)#$!9

David McCaleb

Blair McLaughlin

Don Steuter

Jim Vaaler

___________________

___________________

S J

S J

S J

S J

S J

S J

PLAI!AM)X=$-:7/-]]Y
7&0.!8&5!$&!3&5.!0)#$!;

Marti Callahan

Jim McCarthy

Cynthia Pardo

___________________

___________________

S J

S J

S J

S J

S J

KHF<JF)XI807%*Y
7&0.!8&5!$&!3&5.!0)#$!;

Carl Kanun

Russell Lowes

___________________

___________________

S J

S J

S J

S J

ZACAPAH)XP&'70%//Y
7&0.!8&5!$&!3&5.!0)#$!<

Gary Beverly

Robert Grossman

___________________

___________________

S J

S J

S J

S J

NA;MAKJ)XF6)O-&40%#-)<%8*/,Y
7&0.!8&5!$&!3&5.!0)#$!=

Bev Full

Louis Lantz

Nancy Santori

___________________

___________________

S J

S J

S J

S J

S J

N!GJFA3C!KG!)CALL!Z
7&0.!8&5!$&!3&5.!0)#$!<

Dennis Rayner

Marlene Rayner

___________________
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GROUP EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Vote ONLY for Your Group
If you are not sure which group youÕre in, contact 602-253-9140 or grand.canyon.chapter@sierraclub.org.
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Keith Bagwell (Membership #42044629)

It has been my pleasure and honor to serve on the Grand Canyon Chapter Executive Committee 
for several years and I ask members to give me another two-year term as an at-large delegate. I am in 
my second year as Conservation Chair of the Rincon Group, after serving a previous year as vice chair 
and several years before that as chair.

My dedication to the Sierra Club stems from its long history of advocating across the entire 
spectrum of issues affecting our environment. The modern corporate assault on our environment 
from many fronts has ushered in the specter of global climate change. We must turn that tide.

I have an interest in transportation issues, since our addiction to petroleum-fueled cars and trucks 
has refashioned our society into one based on those vehicles and not on human welfare and a healthy 
environment. We must re-base our cities on public transit, bicycles and pedestrian mobility. But my 
interests and expertise range widely. We must: protect and restore our forests and wild places; move 
away from fossil fuels and nuclear power and into conservation and clean energy sources; Þght against 
pesticide abuses; control mining activities; and enhance riparian habitats and wildlife corridors.

Sharon J. Fairchild (Membership #16742686)
In 1972, upon leaving Wisconsin for Arizona, I was given a Sierra Club book entitled ÒOn the 

LooseÓ by Jerry & Renny Russell. Its theme illustrates what wilderness experiences can contribute to 
living.

ÒOn the LooseÓ is a chronicle of triumph and tragedy Ð the triumph of gaining an insight about 
oneself through an understanding of the natural world; the tragedy of seeing the splendor of that 
world increasingly threatened by men who donÕt know or donÕt care.

Through the gift of this book I discovered the Sierra Club, and in 1982 I became a member. 
IÕve led Sierra Club hikes and attended local and state ExCom meetings. I am also a member of/
contributor to: The Audubon Society, Arizona Trail Foundation, Grand Canyon Association, Rocky 
Mountain Nature Association, Colorado Trail Foundation, Colorado Mountain Club, and Southern 
Utah Wilderness Alliance.

National parks, monuments, wilderness areas and other natural places constitute the EarthÕs 
few remaining Òspiritual and inspirational sanctuariesÓ. Their protection and preservation are of 
paramount importance and something I deeply believe in.

If elected to the Grand Canyon Chapter Executive Committee I will be a dedicated participant 
in and supporter of the safeguarding and conservation of the EarthÕs natural treasures.

Ken Langton (Membership #15799889)
Inappropriate development and misguided planning continues to destroy natural areas and 

wildlife habitat. I am a candidate because I want to build a conservation-based community and 
preserve our wild areas.

I bring the leadership skills that I honed as a Sierra Club leader and university professor. I served 
as Arizona Chapter Chair for three years and am currently a member of the Chapter Executive 
Committee. I also chair the ChapterÕs Southern Arizona Wildlife Refuges and National Parks 
Conservation Committee. Previously I served as Michigan Chapter Chair and Michigan National 
Forest Committee Coordinator. Later I was elected Chair of the Sierra ClubÕs national Chapter Chairs 
Forum. At the University of Michigan I served on the Executive Committee of the Environmental 
Studies Program. More recently, I have served on three national Sierra Club Governing Committees. 
I am a member of the Rincon Group where I work on national wildlife refuges and national parks.

I am often asked: why do you spend so much time working for the Sierra Club? Because 
conservation requires a persistence and dedication that often takes years. Our reward in the interim is 
the personal, unobserved sense of integrity that comes from being in the right Þght.

Tom Martin (Membership #42971697)
For the last seven years I have served on the Plateau Group executive committee. For six of those 

years it has been an honor to serve on the Grand Canyon Chapter Executive Committee, either as 
a Plateau Group northern Arizona representative, or as a delegate at large. I have also served on the 
national Sierra Club Recreation Issues Committee.

My day job keeps me busy as I serve the South Rim community as the Physical Therapist at the 
Grand Canyon Clinic. Besides serving in several Sierra Club positions, I write about the places I love. 
For example, I wrote a River Guide and a Hiking Guide for the Grand Canyon.

If elected to the Chapter Executive Committee, I will work on statewide growth management, 
resource protection, and water issues, as well as Grand Canyon National Park issues such as the 

upcoming Backcountry Management Plan, noise from park tour ßights, uranium mining, river 
management, and gateway community issues.

I ask you for your vote, and thank you for your support of the Sierra Club.

David McCaleb (Membership #40829837)
I am presently a member of the Executive Committee and have been serving as the Chapter 

Treasurer for the past two years. I Þrst moved to Arizona in 1960, grew up in the desert outside of 
Phoenix and have considered it my home ever since. I have lived out of the state several times for 
education and work, but this time away has only strengthened my appreciation for the wonders of 
Arizona. I moved back to the state in 1994 and have been distressed by the rate of change taking place 
which is putting our beautiful land and resources at risk of being destroyed forever.

As a biologist, hiker and semi-retired executive, I would like to continue bring to the ExCom my 
years of management experience, an awareness of the wonders of the environment and a commitment 
to do my best to keep Arizona a special place. I believe that one of our greatest challenges is managing 
our resources and the environment while coping with the expected inßux of new residents. I would 
work with the ExCom and all members to preserve our state to ensure that we all can continue to 
enjoy living here.

Elna Otter (Membership #27519989)
I have been on the Chapter Executive Committee for 8 years and have served as chapter secretary 

since 2007. In the past, I served on the ExCom of the Rincon Group for 7 years. I live in the country 
on the San Pedro River. I am involved with the issues that affect the river Ð grazing, water, and 
endangered species. I am also very interested in climate change and the profound threat that it poses 
to the planet.   have attended four trainings in Nashville with Al GoreÕs Climate Project, try to keep up 
with the latest in the science, and have been giving presentations on the subject since 2007. Advanced 
degrees in both physics and engineering have been helpful.

Border issues are also of great concern to me. I have been interested in both the root social and 
environmental issues involved. In addition to the Sierra Club, I am a member of a group dedicated to 
land restoration on the San Pedro, a group to prevent development of the valley, and participate with 
groups concerned with border issues.

Don Steuter (Membership #23812444)
My initial experience with conservation occurred in 1971 when three of us bicycled some 50 

miles to help promote the Þrst Earth Day Event. The effort from the students of our small Nebraska 
College was a big success, although the mountain of glass and plastic we collected reportedly sat by the 
train tracks for years. We missed a few details but our hearts were in the right place.

Since joining the Sierra Club in the late 80Õs, I have served as the Palo Verde Group Conservation 
Chair (1990 to the present) and as Chapter Conservation Chair for the past 9 years. During that time 
I have worked on several campaigns and projects including organizing with others the Conferences 
on Conservation of State Lands (COSTL Ð 1998-99) and serving on the steering committee for the 
CitizenÕs Growth Management Initiative in 2000. I also served on the Grand Canyon Campaign 
Protection Committee, and presently am on the steering committee for the Arizona Mining Reform 
Coalition. My primary interests throughout have been protection of public lands, particularly from 
irresponsible mining practices and poorly managed grazing.

Reelect me to the ExCom and I promise no more piles of uncollected recyclables.
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Gil Venable (Membership #11731627 )
I met my wife Chris on a Sierra Club hike and now have two environmentalist daughters. I owe 

much to the club.
My B.A.Õs in Chemistry, Cornell University, J.D., University of Pittsburgh, (Þrst in class). I 

studied Environmental Health at PittÕs Graduate School, I came to Arizona to be Assistant Dean of 
ASU Law School teaching environmental law. I was Director, Legal Resources Institute (foundation 
fund-raising).

I began representing Sierra in the Orme Dam case. Orme would have ßooded Fort McDowell 
and most southwestern bald eagles. When Orme was dead, we stopped its substitute, Cliff Dam.

Sierra has been my most frequent client, but IÕve represented Audubon, Wilderness Society and 
National Wildlife Federation. I helped clean up two cement plants. I was co-counsel with Stewart 
Udall in the Navajo Uranium Miner and Nuclear Bomb Test Fallout cases. Other cases for Sierra 
included challenging grazing suitability and an amicus brief supporting the Center for Biodiversity. 

My Grand Canyon cases for Sierra focused on aircraft noise, NEPA compliance, and stopping new 
mining throughout the Lake Mead Area to add land to Grand Canyon Park.

It could never have been accomplished without the volunteers and professionals of the Sierra 
Club.

James H. Wilkey (Membership #43313248)
It has been my honor and passion to be a contributor to the Sierra Club. As I complete my seventh 

year with our Club, IÕm motivated to be part of the Grand Canyon Chapter Executive Committee. 
I am currently a Saguaro Group ExCom member and Chair of the Group. Over the years, IÕve 

attended Saguaro Group ExCom meetings, Chapter ExCom Meetings as well as numerous events, 
consistently. Along the way IÕve become an assistant hike Leader, hike Leader, and in 2011 I will 
complete my National hike Leader QualiÞcations. 

Thank you for your support! Jim.

PALO VERDE GROUP

David McCaleb (Membership #40829837)
I am presently a member of the Executive Committee and have been serving as the Chapter 

Treasurer for the past two years. I Þrst moved to Arizona in 1960, grew up in the desert outside of 
Phoenix and have considered it my home ever since. I have lived out of the state several times for 
education and work, but this time away has only strengthened my appreciation for the wonders of 
Arizona. I moved back to the state in 1994 and have been distressed by the rate of change taking place 
which is putting our beautiful land and resources at risk of being destroyed forever.

As a biologist, hiker and semi-retired executive, I would like to continue bring to the ExCom my 
years of management experience, an awareness of the wonders of the environment and a commitment 
to do my best to keep Arizona a special place. I believe that one of our greatest challenges is managing 
our resources and the environment while coping with the expected inßux of new residents. I would 
work with the ExCom and all members to preserve our state to ensure that we all can continue to 
enjoy living here.

Blair McLaughlin (Membership #40110274)
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time on the Palo Verde Group Executive Committee and believe 

it is important to make thoughtful and informed decisions as I serve the ideals of our membership. 
I am currently Group Chair and also serve on the Membership Committee and help as Group 
Webmaster. Along with many other very dedicated members, I plan to push forward and continue 
my work organizing the Palo Verde Group as a means to expand our message of protecting and 
enjoying Arizona. Respectfully submitted, Blair.

Don Steuter (Membership #23812444)
My initial experience with conservation occurred in 1971 when three of us bicycled some 50 

miles to help promote the Þrst Earth Day Event. The effort from the students of our small Nebraska 
College was a big success, although the mountain of glass and plastic we collected reportedly sat by the 
train tracks for years. We missed a few details but our hearts were in the right place.

Since joining the Sierra Club in the late 80Õs, I have served as the Palo Verde Group Conservation 
Chair (1990 to the present) and as Chapter Conservation Chair for the past 9 years. During that time 
I have worked on several campaigns and projects including organizing with others the Conferences 
on Conservation of State Lands (COSTL Ð 1998-99) and serving on the steering committee for the 
CitizenÕs Growth Management Initiative in 2000. I also served on the Grand Canyon Campaign 
Protection Committee, and presently am on the steering committee for the Arizona Mining Reform 
Coalition. My primary interests throughout have been protection of public lands, particularly from 
irresponsible mining practices and poorly managed grazing.

Reelect me to the ExCom and I promise no more piles of uncollected recyclables.

Jim Vaaler (Membership #11880851)
I have been a Sierra Club member since 1973. I have been involved in wilderness and public 

lands issues ever since joining. I went on a wilderness study trip to the Kofa Wildlife Refuge in 1974 
and from then became involved in doing Þeld work on two wilderness bills which culminated in the 
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1984 and 1990 wilderness bills that designated thousands of acres of new wilderness in Arizona. I am 
currently working on the Sonoran Desert Heritage Proposal which, if enacted into legislation, will 
create a new National Conservation Area along with many new wilderness areas on Bureau of Land 
Management lands west of the ever expanding Phoenix metropolitan area. I view our public lands as a 
Þnal refuge for our wildlife, as well as a place where clean water and clean air can still be experienced.

PLATEAU GROUP

Marti Callahan (Membership #14362827)
IÕve lived in Flagstaff since 1980; originally from California. While completing my Masters degree 

at NAU, I worked for the Museum of Northern Arizona as an archaeologist, and recently retired after 
working for the City of Flagstaff for 22 years. I divide my time between Flagstaff and southern Utah. 
I love to hike and do some river rafting and both areas afford me plenty of wild country to explore.

I have become increasingly alarmed in the past decade by the rate of global and local habitat 
deterioration and shrinking biodiversity due to human encroachment and climate change. I hope 
to do my small part to minimize the loss of wild places, encourage climate-smart land management, 
and reduce or mitigate the impacts of mining, off road vehicle use and over-grazing on our public 
lands. Although I have been a member of the Sierra Club for more than 30 years, before I retired I 
had not found the time to be very active. In 2010 I joined the Plateau Group Executive Committee 
and recently completed my certiÞcation as a Sierra Club Outings Leader. With your vote, I would be 
honored to continue as a member of the Plateau Group Executive Committee.

Jim McCarthy (Membership #12593732)
Experience: Currently chapter alternate on Grand Canyon Working Group (working with Park 

Service, FAA, and all constituents to restore natural quiet to the Grand Canyon), and member Plateau 
Group executive committee. I am also currently a member of the Flagstaff Water Commission and the 
Flagstaff Planning and Zoning Commission.

I am running for the Plateau executive committee so that I can be part of the team that is 
protecting the Grand Canyon and other important public lands in northern Arizona. We must protect 
our public lands and make our developed environment livable through sustainable building methods 
with a transportation emphasis on people rather than automobiles. We have a duty to protect our 
environment from irresponsible development, such as commercialization of our parks. I believe in 
doing our homework and a rational approach, with a vision rooted in our values.

Cynthia Pardo (Membership #43722568)
I am currently an intern with the Grand Canyon Chapter working on the Grand Canyon 

Protection Campaign and the Environmental Justice and Community Partnerships Program. I 
served as a Coconino Community College (CCC) Sustainability Task Force founding member, CCC 
Foundation Board Member, CCC Honor Society Chapter President and VP of Scholarship, and 
Society for Environmental Communicators member. I am graduating from NAU in Fall 2010 with 
a B.A. in Environmental Studies: Sustainability, Community, and Biocultural Diversity emphasis.

I am running for the Plateau Group Executive Committee so that I can continue to work on 
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local and regional issues affecting the diverse communities of the Colorado Plateau. I believe that we 
have to focus on improving our communities by promoting food, climate, social and environmental 
justice. I will work toward transitioning us away from coal energy, supporting sustainable agriculture, 
improving bikeability and walkability, encouraging social and environmental responsible business, 
and protecting our public lands from threats like uranium mining.

I believe in a greater land ethic in which everything on earth makes up a community, not a 
commodity. 

I look forward to working with you and for you. Thank you.

RINCON GROUP

Carl Kanun (Membership #29767823)
I am applying for the executive committee of the Rincon group because I wish to have an impact 

on improving and maintaining the environment in general and Arizona and Southern Arizona more 
speciÞcally. I have always had a strong interest in environmental issues, and since I have recently 
retired there is more time available to devote to such activities.

Russell Lowes (Membership #43781677)
Last year the ExCom elected me to be the Chair of the Rincon Energy Subcommittee. More 

recently, I was appointed to Þll a seat of the ExCom of the Rincon Group, and am now running for 
election to this volunteer position. 

I believe it is important to have a working team of people on the ExCom that listens to community 
members voice environmental concerns. We have a good group of people now on the ExCom and 
over time I expect that we will be able to build more contacts, better understand the complexities and 
inter-relatedness of issues and learn to further improve our strategies for solutions.

Issues of high importance to me include dealing wisely on energy issues, environmental issues 
of the border, chemical pollutants, mining, genetic engineering, and of course many other issues of 
importance. One of the main focuses of the Rincon Group is to engage in issues locally, but to keep 
the big picture of the nation and world in mind, and to be aware of the dynamics of the different 
communities. 

I will continue to write articles for the Rincon Newsletter, and work with others to improve the 
relationship we have to nature in Southern Arizona.

SAGUARO GROUP

Beverly Full (Membership #10337194)
Bev has been active in Sierra Club since 1980. She organized the Saguaro Group seven years ago 

and is presently the chair. Her efforts include working on the Political Committee, serving as Chapter 
Outings Chair, and leading many hiking and canoeing trips.

Louis Lantz (Membership #41757428)
Louis is one of the club organizers. He has served as chair and is presently vice-chair in charge of 

membership. He is a qualiÞed outings leader and has led many outings for the club.

Nancy Santori (Membership #40738977)
Sierra Club member since 1996 and lifetime member since 2008. Now retired and actively 

supporting several organizations, including Sierra Club, NRDC, Nature Conservancy, Desert 
Botanical Garden, and the Phoenix Sonoran Preserve as a volunteer park steward. Organized 
neighborhood opposition to expansion of an explosives manufacturer which contaminated our 
groundwater with perchlorates. Love hiking and camping.

SEDONA/VERDE VALLEY GROUP

Dennis Rayner (Membership #42704722)

Marlene Rayner (Membership #42704722)

YAVAPAI GROUP

Gary Beverly (Membership #11123716)
My primary interest is protecting the upper Verde River by winning congressional designation 

as a Wild and Scenic River. Additionally, I am active in protecting area water resources, promoting 
water conservation, reviewing the new forest plan, and controlling illegal OHV destruction of our 
public lands.

Robert E. Grossman (Membership #43781892)
This is submitted in support of my desire to be a member of the Yavapai Group ExCom.
I have spent time becoming comfortable with Sierra Club protocols and procedures. I also 

recognize the vote calculus of political candidates before they take a position on any subject. I enjoy 
collaborating with elected ofÞcials and their staffs so that they recognize the validity of the Sierra Club 
goals and the steps to attain them. My working background in energy and environment enables me 
to ascertain if candidates know what they are talking about or if they are just repeating a currently 
fashionable environmental position. I want to continue on the Yavapai Group ExCom.
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Desperate Times
I started writing this piece with two ex-

pectations: that it would be fairly easy to Þnd 
information on the effect of climate change 
on ArizonaÕs grasslands and that the scien-
tiÞc community would be more concerned 
about how climate change affects grasslands 
than the other way around. I was wrong on 
both counts.

It turns out that grassland binds a lot 
of carbon into the soil. The Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations 
states, ÒGrasslands have vast untapped po-
tential to mitigate climate change by absorb-
ing and storing CO2. Pastures and range-
lands represent a carbon sink that could be 
greater than forests if properly managed.Ó 
There is clearly a vicious circle here in which 
grassland decline feeds more carbon into 
the atmosphere that, in turn, leads to more 
grassland loss.

There is also a serious lack of data for 
Arizona. We have only recently developed 
the theory and computation power to begin 
to understand the complicated connections 
between factors that inßuence the environ-
ment. We need much more data. Federal 
and local governments in the U.S. take a 
Òwhat we donÕt know canÕt hurt usÓ approach 
to measuring the effects of climate change 
on the environment. 

ItÕs clear that our grasslands are in 
trouble. Only about 30% of historic native 
grassland is left. The causes are a witchÕs brew 
of overgrazing, Þre suppression, invasion by 
non-native species, and climate change. The 
relationship among these causes of grassland 
decline is a complicated one with feedback 
loops. Climate change, for example, favors 
introduced species. What we can observe is 
the invasive species taking over an area. We 
have to infer climate change as a culprit.

When confronted with a tough chal-
lenge, an effective strategy is to lower the bar. 
Maybe we donÕt need to untie the Gordian 
Knot here; we just need to know if it is too 
late. Are ArizonaÕs grasslands the Terri Schi-
avo or Karen Ann Quinlan of ecosystems? 
Our wonderful volunteers spend a lot of 
time attending grazing meetings and pulling 
invasive buffelgrass. Is this time well spent or 
are we already past the tipping point?

One scientist attempted to answer this 
question deÞnitively, and the result was a 
resounding Òmaybe.Ó In her paper ÒExtreme 
makeovers: Crossing critical thresholds into 
desertiÞcation,Ó Shirley Kurc seems pes-
simistic but not hopeless. She stresses the 
need for better predictive models to manage 
resources Ð i.e. weed whackers Ð more effec-
tively.

Citizen Scientists
Hiker Dave Bertelsen kept a compre-

hensive 20-year record of species in bloom 
along the Finger Rock Trail. This data has 
proved invaluable for scientists. Maybe you 
have similar data or would be willing to 
start collecting it. USA National Phenology 
Network (http://www.usanpn.org) and the 
associated Project Budburst (http://www.
budburst.org) projects are great places to get 
started.

Save the Earth
Ultimately, we must deal with climate 

change or everything else we do will be futile. 
Do you have a great idea for how we should 
proceed? Submit it to the wiki at http://can-
yonecho.wikispaces.com/Save+the+Earth. 
One idea I have is an ark of genetic informa-
tion to allow reconstruction of species stored 
in a way that it will last hundreds of thou-
sands of years. If we canÕt clean up our mess, 
maybe our successor species can.
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Broad swaths of grasslands interspersed 
with pi–on-juniper woodlands extend from 
the headwaters of the Verde River northwest 
to Seligman. This is the Big Chino Valley, 
home to large ranches and the Big Chino 
Aquifer, the sole water source for Verde 
Springs and the Þrst 25 miles of the upper 
Verde River.

While new residential development 
marches on, consuming ranch land and 
increasing population, we estimate that by 
2050 the groundwater demand in the Big 
Chino Aquifer will exceed three times the 
spring ßow. The upper Verde will become 
a dry wash, and the riparian habitat will be 
severely damaged.

Development in the Big Chino Valley 
will also threaten an icon of Arizona wildlife, 
the American pronghorn.

The Big Chino Valley contains a third 
of the high quality pronghorn habitat and 
nearly a quarter of the population in Arizona 
of a remarkable animal. Pronghorn can see a 
coyote three miles away in open grasslands 
Ð their preferred habitat. Pronghorn co-
evolved with cheetah relatives 12Ð20 million 
years ago; they are the fastest North Ameri-
can mammals, maintaining speeds of 60 
miles per hour for several minutes. Prong-

horn survive by their speed and alertness, 
avoiding trees that hide predators. 

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) has 
partnered with the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department, private ranchers, and Prescott 
National Forest to identify prime prong-
horn habitat in the Big Chino, conducting a 
multi-year study to track pronghorn move-
ments. Results indicate that the preferred 
habitat, large open grasslands without fences, 
roads, or trees, consists of seven large ranches 
and the surrounding state lands. Roads and 
fences block escape routes, thus degrading 
the habitat. Pronghorn rarely jump over 
fences, preferring to slow and scramble un-
der the bottom wire strand if possible.

By working with ranchers, TNC is at-
tempting to conserve both pronghorn habi-
tat and the water in the aquifer beneath. 
Some ranchers have been cooperative, re-
building fencing to be pronghorn-friendly. 
TNC and the Sierra Club have helped 
Yavapai County road projects minimize 
habitat fragmentation, and the Arizona De-
partment of Transportation now considers 
habitat in routing and designing state roads.

Unfortunately, prime pronghorn habi-
tat is also prime development landscape. If 
the Big Chino ranches subdivide into small 

parcels (Yavapai County has two-acre mini-
mum zoning in the area), the herd survival 
will be threatened. A perfect example is the 
grasslands between Prescott Valley, Prescott, 
and Chino Valley, where a previously ro-
bust herd is fading away, trapped between 
highways and mountains, squeezed by new 
homes, and surrounded by fences.

Pronghorn habitat is further dimin-
ished as pi–on-juniper woodlands encroach 
onto grasslands. Historically, frequent grass 
Þres swept across the plains and destroyed 
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tree seedlings. Now, livestock grazing has 
shortened the grass so Þres donÕt spread, or 
Þres are extinguished for public safety.

Pronghorn are a unique remnant of a 
species 20 million years old Ð reminders of 
past millennia when cheetah roamed North 
America. By preserving pronghorn habitat, 
we can both protect this remarkable ani-
mal and preserve the base ßow of the upper 
Verde River.

Tucked away in the 
Sonoran Desert National 
Monument (SDNM) are 
fragments of a once more-
common Arizona biotic 
community: semi-tropical 
desert grasslands, which 
once extended from Mex-
ico to areas just north and 
west of modern day Phoe-
nix. We know this because 
of historical records and 
because a few small rem-
nants have escaped the 
onslaught of unsustainable 
grazing practices through 
livestock exclusions such 
as fences, geographic bar-
riers, or, in the case of the 

Vekol Valley Grassland, being too 
resilient to succumb to changes in-
troduced by cattle.

Within the SDNM, there are 
two signiÞcant extant patches of des-
ert grasslands. The 1,114-acre Vekol 
Valley Grassland, which is classiÞed 
as an Area of Critical Environmen-
tal Concern, and a 40-acre patch on 
top of Table Top Mountain in the 
Table Top Wilderness Area. Several 
smaller patches are within the Sand 
Tank Mountains as well.

The Vekol Valley Grassland 
has two grass species Ð tobosa grass 
and big galleta grass Ð that are bet-
ter able to withstand close cropping 
and trampling by livestock than 
other native grasses, which may ex-

plain their resilience. Other grassland areas 
in southeastern Arizona have also survived 
because of these traits.

The small grassland on Table Top 
Mountain grows in mostly well-drained 
rocky soils. Its survival here is mostly due to 
its ability to withstand overgrazing. Perhaps 
it also did not suffer as much from overgraz-
ing because of the distance to reliable water 
that cattle need. 

Livestock operations had been rather 
extensive in the Vekol Valley Grassland in 
the past. Currently grazing is not permitted, 
but a few cows and horses do trespass occa-
sionally.

Today, visitors to the area can see the 
evidence of extensive livestock operations 
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Congratulations to our Poetry Contest Winner!
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10 Ways You Can Help the 
Grand Canyon Chapter

As 2010 draws to a close and 2011 knocks on the 
door, are you looking for ways to make a differ-
ence? Below are simple ways to get involved and 
have a positive inßuence.

1) Vote for the environment! Be sure to vote on November 2 or with an early 
ballot. Your vote can make the difference!

2) Volunteer to help with energy, water, wildlife, and public lands issues!
3) Sign up for action alerts Ð legislative, Grand Canyon, water, energy, and more 

Ð and take action. Sign up by contacting us at 602-253-9140 or grand.canyon.
chapter@sierraclub.org

4) Contribute your dollars Ð do so before the end of October and it will be 
matched by Jack JohnsonÕs new foundation and help us meet our EarthFriends 
challenge grant.

5) Become a member and/or give a gift membership Ð Sierra Club memberships 
make great holiday or birthday gifts and save resources!

6) For a tax-deductible contribution, give to the Sierra Club Foundation Ð note 
that it is for the Grand Canyon Chapter and it will help support our public 
education and conservation work here in Arizona.

7) Leave an environmental legacy; include the Sierra Club in your estate planning. 
Call toll free 800-932-4270. 

8) Donate your stocks/bonds. For more information, email gift.planning@
sierraclub.org.

9) Become a hike leader. Hikes, backpacks, and camping trips help connect 
people to the many great places in Arizona. Contact us about becoming a hike 
leader or an Inner City Outings leader.

10) Explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places of the earth!

For information about any of the above, contact our ofÞce at 
602-253-8633 or grand.canyon.chapter@sierraclub.org.

in the form of fences, corrals, and several 
large stock tanks that were built by blocking 
reaches of Vekol Wash with earthen dams. 
One of these tanks can be seen on satellite 
imagery.

Many semi-tropical desert grassland 
animal species thrive here, such as Sonoran 
green toads, lowland burrowing frogs, Great 
Plains narrow-mouthed toads, Arizona 
mud turtles, and antelope jackrabbits. Even 
though not seen on the SDNM today, en-
dangered Sonoran pronghorn once roamed 
this area. They can still be found in the 
nearby Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Ref-
uge and, if we live up to what the SDNM 

Proclamation mandates, we will see Sonoran 
pronghorn grace this desert grassland again.

If you want to take part in protecting 
the SDNM, check out the Friends of the 
Sonoran Desert National MonumentÕs new 
website at http://www.sonorandesertfriends.
org. On the website you will Þnd informa-
tion on the soon to be released SDNM 
Draft Management Resource Plan and an-
nouncements concerning upcoming events 
such as trail restoration and the celebration 
of the 10th anniversaries of the SDNM and 
National Landscape Conservation System 
and the 20th Anniversary Celebration of the 
Arizona Desert Wilderness Act.
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The Grand Canyon Chapter is teaming up with 
Jack Johnson on his 2010 To The Sea Tour and 
All At Once, a social action network connecting 
nonproÞts with people who want to become active 
in their local and world community. Get involved!

1) Visit us at the show! On Sunday, October 10, visit us at the Jack Johnson concert in 
Phoenix to take environmental action, get your Village Green Passport stamped, and 
enter to win a chance to view the concert from the stage! 

2) Help us raise funds! Jack JohnsonÕs new charity is matching every dollar contributed 
to us at the show or directly to our organization between now and October 15 (up 
to $2500). Please make a contribution now and your money will be doubled by the 
Johnson Ohana Charitable Foundation!

For information, contact Sandy Bahr at 602-253-8633 or sandy.bahr@sierraclub.org.
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The Grand Canyon Chapter is also 
thankful for the generous support from 
those who chose to remain anonymous.

Fossil Creek through a FishÕs Eye
Thank you, Ron Watkins!

On Sunday, August 15, Ron Watkins, an international award-winning photographer 
and writer, hosted a successful fundraiser for the Grand Canyon Chapter at Fair Trade CafŽ 
in Phoenix. He presented photographs and information on Fossil Creek and talked about 
threats to oceans, rivers, and streams in Arizona and around the world. We appreciate his 
support of the Sierra Club and conservation of our precious water resources. 

Ron regularly volunteers his time presenting on marine life education and conservation 
to various groups including conservation organizations. Check out his Fossil Creek (and 
other) photographs at http://www.scubarews.com!

0-@,>'.71-+$#
8%,-3'KD'.77-%&2?
.,;$'0D'."%9-3

J$$'O+$%
A-&2?'!"$>,9$%
K+,5-#$&2'!"G$

.%D'('.%/D'H2"B-/'JD'=2$%B-3
.-%,$&&$'=F$37$Q:B#%,
H,II-3?'('=7"&&'=F%-9*$

<,++,-B'H2"%3&"3
.-%&2-'H*%3R*,/&

.%D'('.%/D'!,72-%>'.D'S+%,72
0-+$'4"+5

8-%#-%-'CD'<-%%$3
)$II'<,++,-B/"3

M-37?'(':++$3'<%,92&

Thank you to our Political 
Action Committee Donors! 
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Find the magic of giving back!

Saturday, October 16
MacyÕs Shop For A Cause Event partners with non-proÞt 

organizations to raise more than $34 million for ongoing charitable 
efforts. You can help the Sierra Club here in Arizona through this 
event!

Shop For A Cause gives you the opportunity to give back 
to your community and to help the Sierra Club. Purchase a $5 
Shopping Pass* for exclusive savings in every MacyÕs store and 

online at macys.com on Saturday, October 16th, and our chapter keeps 100% of the 
proceeds. Plus, you can enter to win a $500 MacyÕs Gift Card. Enjoy giving back to our 
work in Arizona as MacyÕs celebrates a national day of support for our community.
*Some exclusions and restrictions apply. For more information or to purchase a pass, contact the 

Grand Canyon Chapter ofÞce at 602-253-8633 or grand.canyon.chapter@sierraclub.org.

Jawa Supports the Grand 
Canyon Chapter

Leading software and interactive media Þrm Jawa selected the Sierra ClubÕs Grand 
Canyon Chapter as its July ÒJawa GivesÓ charity recipient. In addition to generous 
cash and in-kind donations (Clif Bars!) that will support the Sierra ClubÕs mission to 
practice and promote responsible use of the EarthÕs ecosystems and resources, Jawa 
has committed to launching in-house ÒgreenÓ initiatives to reduce waste and promote 
ofÞce-wide recycling. 

JawaÕs donation to the Grand Canyon Chapter is part of its employee-driven 
philanthropy program ÒJawa Gives,Ó which allows staff members to nominate non-
proÞt organizations that have positively affected their lives. The Sierra Club was 
nominated by an employee whoÕs been active with the organization for 15 years and 
shares its passion for environmental sustainability.

The Grand Canyon Chapter wishes to thank and recognize the support of Jawa for 
its contributions and in-house green initiatives to protect ArizonaÕs environment.
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As a teacher, maybe it was natural that Dr. Lynne 
Cockrum-Murphy would bring a little of the classroom 
to the Saguaro Group. Soon after becoming active on 
the Executive Committee, she proposed Òmovie nightsÓ 
during which environmentally-relevant movies would be 
shown, followed by a discussion of the Þlm and how the 
key points may, or may not, relate to Arizona.

Since its start in 2005, over 20 Þlms, many award-
winning, have been screened, from Going Green: Every 
Home an Eco Home to Kilowatt Ours to Who Killed the 
Electric Car.

ÒI thought it would be a great way for us to learn 
about some of the issues and what people in other parts of 
the country are doing to make a difference,Ó said Lynne. 
ÒWhat I would really like to see is people change their habits because of the Þlms we see.Ó

Lynne had always been interested in the outdoors, but it was the combination of an 
environmental history class she took in college, along with a trip to Davis, California, for 
Earth Day in the mid 1970s, that helped make her a life-long environmentalist.

Now retired from full-time teaching for the Paradise Valley UniÞed School District, she 
continues to teach for Northern Arizona University, consults, and, in her spare time, lobbies 
lawmakers on environmental legislation on everything from air pollution to heat islands to 
water usage to urban sprawl.

ÒBut the positive side is we really have the option to use alternative energy sources here. 
ItÕs wide open and exciting,Ó she said.

But it is the outdoors and working with 
the next generation that she keeps coming 
back to. Soon after hearing that Pinnacle 
High School was planning an environmental 
garden, she visited the school and encouraged 
the Saguaro Group to contribute Þnancially 
to the project that will turn a dusty empty 
area outside the library into a desert oasis, 
complete with amphitheater where outdoor 
classes can be held. 

Born in Northern California, Lynne 
grew up in Reno before taking her Þrst 
teaching position in rural Oregon. There 
she met her husband, Doug Murphy, and 
the two spent many weekends and holidays 
hiking, camping, and rafting in southern 
Oregon and northern California.

In 1989, they moved to Phoenix, and quickly Lynne became active in a hiking club at 
the middle school where she taught. There she helped teach outdoor skills, environmental 
ethics, and camping skills that culminated in a major yearly hike either in Grand Canyon or 
Havasupai.

ÒI really liked watching the students grow from kids who couldnÕt take care of themselves 
in the outdoors, but by the end of the school year they were conÞdent hikers who could 
knock out 15 miles in a day and then make camp and prepare dinner without too much 
whining,Ó said Lynne.

Today, Lynne doesnÕt spend much time camping, but she and her husband do go 
kayaking as often as possible and enjoy traveling.
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On Saturday, August 21, 
we set off for a trip to Alpine, 
Arizona. After a Þve-hour sce-
nic drive through the beautiful 
desert lowlands and upper el-
evation pines, we arrived at our 
destination.

We met with Sandy Bahr 
of the Sierra Club and Dan 
Groebner of Arizona Game 
and Fish for an orientation and 
training to survey the elusive 
and threatened Chiricahua 
leopard frog.

Despite its dramatic decline, the Chir-
icahua leopard frog is making a recovery 
thanks to the hard work of biologists and 
landowners. This particular frog was once 
fairly common in a variety of wetland habi-
tats throughout central Arizona to west-cen-
tral New Mexico and from southern Arizona 
down into Mexico, but its numbers have 

been rapidly declining for the past several 
years. It is threatened by loss of habitat, the 
introduction of new species, diseases, and, to 
some extent, climate change. In order to in-
crease the population, efforts are being made 
to reintroduce this frog in the areas it once 
thrived. Captive-bred specimens have been 
released and their progress recorded through 
close monitoring of the population. 

This was our Þrst wildlife survey, and 
our group, composed of myself, my parents 
David and Micaela, my brother Eric, and 
friends John Martinson and his son Neo, 
were very excited to participate. Upon our 
arrival at the assigned survey location, Con-
cho Spring, we pitched tents and began our 
walk along the streambed, searching its wa-
ters for tadpoles and frogs and listening for 
the sound of a splash. Unfortunately, we did 
not see or hear anything. 

At dusk, we began the audio survey at 
a stock-tank pond by playing a recording 
of the male frogÕs calls in pre-programmed 
intervals, waiting for a resident male frog to 
essentially call back, ÒHey, this is my area, go 
Þnd your own.Ó At every interval between 
the recorded calls, we all held our breath in 
expectation. Nothing. We replayed the tape 
two more times and still nothing. A lonely 
gray squirrel answered several of the calls but 
eventually was bored and wandered away. 

Not a single frog answered. 
By this time, it was almost dark and we 

had to turn on our headlamps. We worked 
our way upstream and decided to play the 
recording at one last location before head-
ing back to camp. We all listened attentively 
for any sound but heard nothing. Finally, 
feeling somewhat defeated, we decided it 
was time to wrap it up. All of a sudden, a 
timid, weak sound caught our attention. 
Could that be ÒitÓ? We played the recorded 
call again, our hearts racing with excitement, 
and waited anxiously for a return call. The 
response grew louder, no longer tentative, 
but powerful and conÞdent, leaving no 
doubt that we had found a Chiricahua leop-
ard frog. I have heard the ÒcroakingÓ of frogs 
and bullfrogs many times along streams or 
ponds, but never before has the ÒcroakÓ of a 
frog sounded so sweet to my ears. 
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